| . Going Deeper
Romans 10:14-21

Bigidea
Salvation requires a clear gospel proclamation, a responsible human response, and a God who

patiently invites—even when He is repeatedly rejected.

Sermon recap

The Necessity of Proclamation (Verses 14-15)

Paul lays out an unbreakable chain: people cannot call on Christ unless they believe, they
cannot believe unless they hear, and they cannot hear unless someone is sent to proclaim the
message. Salvation is not discovered internally or inherited culturally; it is received through a
clear presentation of the gospel. God has chosen to spread His saving message through human

messengers, making the church accountable for gospel silence.

The Gospel Must Be Obeyed (Verse 16)

Paul reminds his readers that hearing the gospel is not enough. Quoting Isaiah 53:1, he shows
that Israel’s rejection of the message was foretold. The gospel is not merely an invitation to
consider, but a command to repent and believe. Rejection of the gospel is not a

misunderstanding; it is disobedience.

Faith Comes by Hearing (Verse 17)
Saving faith does not arise from sincerity, tradition, or moral effort. Faith is produced by hearing
the word of Christ. Where the gospel is absent, faith cannot exist. This places enormous weight

on preaching, teaching, and sharing the full message of Christ.

Israel Heard—but Resisted (Verses 18-21)
Paul dismantles every excuse. Israel heard the message. Israel understood the message. Yet they
rejected it. God even used the faith of the Gentiles to provoke Israel to repentance, fulfilling what
Moses and Isaiah foretold centuries earlier. The chapter closes with a sobering image of God
holding out His hands all day long to a people who stubbornly refused Him.
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How to go deeper this week

Day 1 — No Faith Without a Message
Read: Romans 10:14-15; Matthew 28:18-20
Reflect: Someone brought the gospel to you. Who might God want you to bring it to?

Pray: Ask God to forgive gospel silence and to give you boldness to speak clearly about Him.

Day 2 — Hearing Is Not Obedience

Read: Romans 10:16; Isaiah 53

Reflect: In what ways can people hear the gospel regularly yet still resist submitting to it? Are
there areas where you hear God’s truth but delay obedience?

Pray: Ask God to give you a responsive heart, not just an informed one.

Day 3 — What Produces Real Faith

Read: Romans 10:17; 1 Corinthians 1:21

Reflect: What have you relied on to grow spiritually—emotion, environment, routine, or
God’s Word? Why does Paul insist faith comes only through hearing Christ proclaimed?

Practice: Memorize: “Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.”

Day 4 — No Excuse Ignorance

Read: Romans 10:18-19; Psalm 19

Reflect: Israel had Scripture, access, and opportunity—yet still rejected God. What
advantages do you have that could become excuses instead of blessings?

Pray: Thank God for the access you have to His Word and ask Him to keep your heart soft

toward it.

Day 5 — God’s Open Hands

Read: Romans 10:20-21; Isaiah 65:1-2

Reflect: What does it reveal about God’s heart that He continues to invite people who
repeatedly reject Him? How should this shape how you speak to unbelievers?

Practice: Pray by name for someone who is resisting the gospel, asking God to keep holding
out His hands to them.
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Practical applications

¢ Audit Your Gospel Clarity: Make sure the message you share includes sin, repentance,
Christ’s finished work, and faith—not vague spirituality.

* Refuse Cultural Christianity: Church exposure does not equal salvation. Familiarity with
truth can become resistance to truth.

e Embrace Being Sent: You do not need a calling moment to share the gospel. If you are in

Christ, you are already sent.

Reflection and discussion

1.Why does Paul insist that belief cannot exist apart from hearing a preached message?
2.How does Isaiah 53 help explain Israel’s rejection of the gospel?

3.Why is the gospel described as something to be “obeyed,” not just believed?

4.What warnings does Israel’s spiritual privilege give to the American church today?

5.How does God’s posture in verse 21 shape both urgency and compassion in evangelism?

Scripture for further study

e Isaiah 52:7 - The beauty of gospel messengers
¢ |saiah 53 - Rejected yet saving Messiah
* Psalm 19 - God’s revelation declared

e Deuteronomy 32:21 - Provoked by a “foolish nation’
e Matthew 28:18-20 - The Great Commission

e Acts 13:46 - Responsibility after rejection
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