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Big idea
Salvation is rooted in God’s covenant faithfulness and received by faith alone. Gentile believers

are graciously grafted into God’s promises and must respond with humility, gratitude, and

perseverance, not pride.

Sermon recap 
The Holy Root and the Promise (Verse 16) 
Paul uses the imagery of firstfruits and dough to show that what is offered to God represents the

whole. The “root” refers to the patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, through whom God

established His covenant promises. Because the root is holy, the blessings connected to God’s

covenant remain intact, even when many descendants reject Him.

Broken and Grafted Branches (Verses 17–18)
Unbelieving Jews are described as branches broken off due to unbelief, while Gentiles are

compared to wild olive shoots grafted in. This grafting does not make Gentiles superior; it places

them into blessings they did not originate. Paul warns Gentile believers not to boast, reminding

them that they are supported by the root, not the other way around.

Faith, Not Heritage (Verses 19–21)
Branches are removed or restored based on faith alone. Ethnicity, moral background, or spiritual

privilege do not secure salvation. Paul calls believers to fear, not in terror, but in sober humility,

recognizing that God judges unbelief consistently. Spiritual arrogance invites spiritual danger.

Israel Heard—but Resisted (Verses 18–21)

Paul calls believers to hold together both the kindness and severity of God. Those who trust

Christ experience His goodness; those who reject Him face judgment. God’s attributes never

contradict each other—His mercy is real, and so is His justice.
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How to go deeper this week
Day 1 — Remember the Root
Read: Romans 11:16; Genesis 12:1–3

Reflect: Why is it important to remember that your salvation is rooted in God’s promises, not

your performance? How does remembering the “root” cultivate humility?

Pray: Thank God for His faithfulness and for including you in His redemptive plan.

Day 2 — No Room for Boasting
Read: Romans 11:17–18; Ephesians 2:8–9

Reflect: In what subtle ways can spiritual pride show up in church culture or personal faith?

How does remembering grace dismantle comparison?

Pray: Ask God to guard your heart from pride and to grow gratitude for His mercy.

Day 3 — Faith Is the Divider
Read: Romans 11:19–20; Hebrews 11:6

Reflect: Paul makes clear that faith—not background—determines inclusion. What

temptations exist today to trust something other than faith in Christ?

Practice: Examine your confidence. Is it resting in Christ or in familiarity with Christian

language and habits?

Day 4 — Consider His Kindness and Severity
Read: Romans 11:22; Psalm 103:8–12

Reflect: Why is it dangerous to emphasize God’s love without His holiness, or His judgment

without His mercy? How does holding both deepen worship?

Pray: Thank God for His kindness and ask for a renewed reverence for His holiness.

Day 5 — Hope for the Broken Branches
Read: Romans 11:23–24; Zechariah 12:10

Reflect: Who are the people you’ve written off as “too far gone”? 

Practice: Pray specifically for someone who has resisted Christ, asking God to soften their

heart and draw them back to Himself.
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Practical applications
Practice Humble Gratitude: Remember that salvation is a gift, not an achievement.

Gratitude is the antidote to pride.

Reject Spiritual Superiority: Being “grafted in” should produce compassion for

unbelievers, not contempt.

Examine Your Faith: Ask regularly whether your confidence rests in Christ alone or in

religious familiarity.

Live with Reverent Assurance: God’s kindness brings comfort, and His severity

produces healthy fear that keeps us anchored in faith.

Reflection and discussion
1. Why does Paul emphasize the “root” rather than the branches in this passage?

2. How does the olive tree metaphor confront both Jewish unbelief and Gentile pride?

3. What does Paul mean by “fear” in verse 20, and how should it shape Christian living?

4. How can the church today fall into the same dangers Paul warns against here?

5. What hope does verses 23–24 give for those who currently reject Christ?

Scripture for further study
Genesis 12:1–3 – God’s covenant promise to Abraham

Exodus 31:15 – Holiness belonging to the Lord

Ephesians 2:11–22 – Gentiles brought near by grace

1 Corinthians 10:12 – Warning against spiritual arrogance

Zechariah 12:10 – Future repentance and restoration
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