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Sermon Recap 
A Different Kind of Debt (Verse 8)
Paul transitions from how Christians relate to government to how they relate to one another.
Believers are called to pay their financial obligations responsibly, but there is one debt that never
disappears — the debt of love. Christian love is not optional; it is a lifelong responsibility flowing
from our relationship with Christ.

Love Fulfills the Law (Verse 8)
Paul teaches that love is the outward expression of obedience to God’s law. The law reveals what
love looks like in practice. When believers genuinely love others, they naturally live in ways that
reflect God’s commands.

Love Defined Through the Commandments (Verse 9)
To explain his point, Paul references commandments against adultery, murder, stealing, and
coveting. Each command protects relationships. These laws are summarized in the command
from Leviticus 19:18: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” True love seeks another person’s good
rather than personal advantage.

Love Does No Harm (Verse 10)
Biblical love is active and moral, not merely emotional. If we treat others with the same care we
show ourselves, we will not harm them or violate God’s commands. Love fulfills the law because
it prevents the very actions the law forbids.

Who Is My Neighbor?
Jesus answered this question through the parable of the Good Samaritan. Our neighbor is not
only those we like or agree with, but anyone God places in our path — even enemies. Christian
love crosses boundaries and reflects the mercy Christ has shown us.

Because Christ has loved us, believers live with a permanent obligation to love others, fulfilling

God’s law by seeking the good of their neighbor.
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Day 1 — The Debt of Love
Read: Romans 13:8; John 13:34–35

Reflect: Do you view love as a command or merely a feeling?

Pray: Ask God to help you love others intentionally.

Day 2 — Love and Obedience
Read: Matthew 22:36–40; Galatians 5:14

Reflect: How does love summarize God’s commands?

Practice: Choose one intentional act of love today.

Day 3 — Love Protects Others
Read: Romans 13:9–10; 1 Corinthians 13:4–7

Reflect: How does sin harm relationships?

Pray: Ask God to shape your actions around the good of others.

Day 4 — Loving Difficult People
Read: Luke 10:25–37

Reflect: Who is hardest for you to see as your neighbor?

Practice: Take one step toward showing kindness or grace to that person.

Day 5 — Love as Christian Witness
Read: John 15:12–13; 1 John 4:7–12

Reflect: What does your love for others communicate about Christ?

Pray: Ask God to make your life a visible example of His love.
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Practical applications
Live debt-free in relationships — Resolve conflicts and unmet obligations quickly.
Choose love as obedience — Love is not a suggestion but a command for every believer.
Seek others’ good — Measure actions by whether they help or harm your neighbor.
Love beyond comfort — Extend grace even to those who are difficult or different.
Reflect Christ daily — Let your love demonstrate the gospel to others.

Reflection and discussion
1.Why does Paul describe love as a continuing debt believers owe?
2.How does love fulfill the commandments rather than replace them?
3.What distinguishes biblical love from cultural ideas of love?
4.Who is God calling you to love more intentionally right now?
5.How does loving your neighbor point people toward Christ?

Reflection and discussion
Leviticus 19:18 — Love your neighbor as yourself
Matthew 22:36–40 — The greatest commandments
Luke 10:25–37 — The Good Samaritan
Galatians 5:13–14 — Love fulfills the law
1 John 4:7–11 — God’s love displayed through believers


