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Big idea
Because of justification by faith, believers enjoy peace with God, continual access to His

grace, and a hope that cannot fail. Even tribulations serve God’s purpose by producing

perseverance, proven character, and a hope grounded in the Spirit’s outpoured love.

Sermon recap 
Justified by faith (v.1). The Greek word dikaioō means “declared not guilty.” This is a one-

time legal declaration with lasting results. Once declared righteous by God through Christ,

the verdict is final.

Peace with God (v.1). Paul is not speaking of inner calm but of objective reconciliation.

Formerly enemies of God (Romans 5:10), we now stand at peace with Him.

Access to grace (v.2). Unlike Old Testament restrictions to the Holy of Holies, every believer

now has continual access to God’s presence. The veil is torn (Matthew 27:51; Hebrews 10:19–

22).

Hope of glory (v.2). Biblical hope carries certainty, not wishful thinking. Our destiny is to

share in God’s glory, secured by Christ Himself (Romans 8:29; John 17:22; 1 John 3:2).

Tribulation, perseverance, character (vv.3–4). Suffering for Christ presses us like grapes in

a winepress. Yet this pressure produces endurance, which proves the genuineness of our

faith.

Hope that does not disappoint (v.5). Unlike earthly hope, Christian hope is guaranteed.

God’s love has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit. Even tragedy, like Charlie’s

death this week, cannot silence the gospel but has led many to Christ.
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How to go deeper this week
Day 1 — Justified once for all
Read: Romans 5:1; Galatians 2:16.

Reflect: Do you ever feel like you have to “re-earn” God’s acceptance?

Pray: Thank God that justification is a finished act, not a fragile process.

Day 2 — Peace with God
Read: Romans 5:1; Romans 5:10.

Reflect: How does knowing you are no longer God’s enemy change the way you face trials?

Practice: Write a short declaration of peace (e.g., “Because of Christ, I am reconciled to God

and at peace with Him”).

Day 3 — Access into grace
Read: Romans 5:2; Hebrews 10:19–22.

Memorize: Romans 5:2.

Reflect: Why would continual access to God have shocked Old Testament believers?

Pray: Praise God for removing every barrier through Christ.

Day 4 — The chain of suffering to hope
Read: Romans 5:3–4; James 1:2–4.

Identify: One area of tribulation you’re facing.

Practice: Journal how God might be using it to produce endurance and proven character.

Day 5 — Hope that does not disappoint
Read: Romans 5:5; 1 Peter 1:3–5.

Reflect: How has the Spirit assured you of God’s love in hardship?

Practice: Share a story of God’s sustaining hope with a friend or family member this week.
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Practical applications
Peace audit: Identify one place where you act as if you’re still striving against God.

Replace that thought with the truth that you are reconciled.

Grace reminder: Before prayer or Bible reading, remind yourself: “I have access into this

grace by faith in Christ.”

Endurance in practice: Choose one hardship you’re facing and reframe it as part of God’s

process to build character and hope.

Reflection and discussion
1. How does understanding “peace with God” as reconciliation (not just inner calm) change

your view of salvation?

2. Why was “access” to God’s presence such a radical idea for Paul’s Jewish audience?

3. Where in your life have you seen tribulation strengthen endurance, character, and hope?

4. How can the reality of the Spirit’s love poured into your heart help you persevere through

suffering?

Scripture for further study
Leviticus 16; Numbers 18:7; Leviticus 10:1–2

Matthew 27:51; Hebrews 10:19–22

Romans 8:29–30; John 17:22; 1 John 3:1–2

James 1:2–4; 1 Peter 1:3–5


