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Big idea
God’s righteousness is not defined by human fairness, but by His sovereign right to show mercy

to whoever will receive it by faith.

Sermon recap 
The Righteousness of God’s Choice (Verses 14-21) 
When we face God’s sovereign decisions, our instinct is to cry "Unfair!" However, as the Creator,

God has the ultimate prerogative to fulfill His will without needing human approval. Just as a

potter has authority over the clay, God uses even difficult circumstances—like Israel’s

enslavement in Egypt—to display His power and achieve a greater redemptive purpose.

The Invitation to the Outsider (Verses 22-29) 
God has warned for centuries that salvation is not a matter of biological pedigree. Because of

Israel's lack of faith, God extended His call to "outsiders"—those once considered "not my

people." Paul uses the prophets Hosea and Isaiah to show that God’s plan always included a

"remnant" of faith rather than an entire bloodline.

A Matter of Perspective: Law vs. Faith (Verses 30-33) 
The irony of the Gospel is that the Gentiles, who lacked the Law, found righteousness through

faith, while the Hebrews missed it by "worshiping the Law instead of the Lawgiver." By trying to

earn God's favor through works, they stumbled over Jesus. Yet, the promise remains: "Whoever

believes in Him will not be put to shame."
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How to go deeper this week
Day 1 — Who Are We to Argue?
Read: Romans 9:1–3

Reflect: When life feels "unfair," do you trust the Potter’s hands? He sees the full picture; we

only see the fragment in front of us.

Pray: Ask God for the humility to trust His character even when His methods are confusing.

Day 2 — The Purpose in the Pain
Read: Exodus 9:16 & Romans 9:17

Reflect: God used Pharaoh’s hard heart to display His power to the world. What "hard"

season in your life might God be using for His glory?

Pray: Ask God to help you see your current "Egypt" through the lens of His ultimate plan.

Day 3 — The Unexpected Guest
Read: Hosea 2:23 & Romans 9:25-26

Reflect: God calls the "unimaginable" His beloved. How does knowing God sought you out

change how you view those "far" from Him?

Pray: Thank God for being a Father who adopts those who were once considered outsiders.

Day 4 — The Trap of Religious Pride
Read: Romans 9:30-32

Reflect: Are you relying on "good behavior" or church attendance instead of raw faith?

Practice: Memorize this thought: "I am not saved by how well I keep the Law, but by how well

I trust the Savior."

Day 5 — No Shame
Read: Isaiah 28:16 & Romans 9:33

Reflect: In a world of "cancel culture," God promises that those who trust in the Rock (Jesus)

will never be put to shame.

Practice: Share your testimony with someone today, focusing on how faith replaced your

shame with confidence.
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Practical applications
Trust the Process: When God’s ways seem like "detours," remember that His path to

redemption is always perfect.

Examine Your Heart: Ensure you aren't relying on religious "pedigree" or past emotions.

True salvation is marked by a continuous heart change and repentance.

Live from Faith, Not Works: Don't squander the advantages you have (Bibles, freedom,

etc.). Use them to fuel a deeper relationship with Jesus, not to build a sense of

superiority.

Reflection and discussion
1. Why is the "Potter and the Clay" analogy so challenging for us to accept?

2. How does the story of Egypt help us understand that God can use "bad" situations for a

global display of His power?

3. What does it look like to "stumble" over Jesus by trying to be "good enough" for God?

4. Paul mentions that God’s plan was predicted for 800 years. Why is it important to see that

salvation has always been about faith?

5. With all the "advantages" we have today (comfortable chairs, A/C, easy Bible access), how

can we ensure we don't "squander" our opportunity to believe?

Scripture for further study
Exodus 33:19 (God’s declaration of mercy)

Jeremiah 18:1-6 (The Potter and the Clay)

Isaiah 8:14 (The Stone of Stumbling)

Hosea 1:9-10 (The calling of the outsiders)

Ephesians 2:8-9 (Salvation by grace through faith)
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