From Ruth to Jesus

The Family Line in Ruth 4 and Matthew 1

The book of Ruth ends with a list of names (Ruth 4:18-22). It is easy to skip, but it shows where the whole story was
heading. The New Testament opens with that same list and carries it all the way to Jesus (Matthew 1:1-16). Matthew
also does something unusual for an ancient family record: he stops to mention five women.
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Ruth 4:18-22
Ruth A widow from Moab who chose Naomi's

Rahab A woman of Jericho with a shameful
past who hid Israel's spies and trusted Israel's
God (Joshua 2; Matthew 1:5).

Boaz people and Naomi's God: “your God, my God”
the redeemer (Ruth 1:16).
< Obed > The baby laid in Naomi's lap (Ruth 4:16-17).
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Ruth's story was never small. God welcomes outsiders. Grace runs through brokenness.
A widow gleaning in a field was carrying Rahab came from Jericho and Ruth from Scripture does not hide this family's
the line of Israel's greatest king, and of Moab. Jesus' own family tree shows who failures. God kept His promise through
the Savior. He came for. all of it.

Family lines in the Bible sometimes skip generations, so “begot” can mean “was the ancestor of.” This chart follows Matthew 1. Luke 3:23-38
records the line from David through a different son, Nathan.
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