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Zerubbabel: The Governor and the
Signet Ring

A King's Grandson Who Never Wore a Crown

Zerubbabel is one of the most important people in the Bible that most readers could not place. He never wore a

crown, and he has no book named after him. But he led God's people home from exile, laid the foundation of

the temple, finished it twenty years later, and carried the family line of King David through one of its darkest

stretches.

Who He Was
● His name most likely means “offspring of Babylon.” He was born in exile and had never seen Jerusalem

until he led the first group home.

● His family. He was a grandson of Jehoiachin, the king of Judah who was taken captive to Babylon in 597

BC (2 Kings 24:15; 1 Chronicles 3:17-19). That made him an heir of King David.

● His job. Governor of Judah under the king of Persia (Haggai 1:1). He had David's blood and a Persian

title. He answered to a foreign king.

A note for careful readers: Haggai calls him the son of Shealtiel, while 1 Chronicles 3:19 lists him under

Shealtiel's brother Pedaiah. The Bible does not explain the difference. Many think one was his father by birth

and the other by law, perhaps through the kind of family arrangement described in Deuteronomy 25:5-6. Either

way, he is a grandson of Jehoiachin.
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His Story

When What happened Where to read it

About 538 BC Leads the first group of exiles home, together with
Joshua the high priest.

Ezra 2:1-2

Soon after Rebuilds the altar so that worship can begin again. Ezra 3:1-6

About 536 BC Lays the foundation of the temple. Opposition rises and
the work stops.

Ezra 3:8-13; 4:1-5, 24

520 BC Hears Haggai's message, obeys, and starts the work
again.

Haggai 1:12-15; Ezra 5:1-2

About 515 BC The temple is finished. Ezra 6:14-15

Three Things God Said to Him
“Be strong.” When the new temple looked like nothing compared with the old one, God spoke to Zerubbabel

by name: “Yet now be strong, Zerubbabel” (Haggai 2:4). The reason follows at once: “for I am with you.”

“Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit.” This well-known verse was first spoken to Zerubbabel

(Zechariah 4:6). He had no army and little money. God promised that the hands that laid the foundation would

also finish the house, and asked, “who has despised the day of small things?” (Zechariah 4:9-10).

“I will make you like a signet ring.” The last verse of Haggai is a personal promise: God has chosen

Zerubbabel and will make him like a signet ring (Haggai 2:23).

Why the Signet Ring Matters
A signet ring carried its owner's seal. Pressed into clay or wax, it worked like a signature. A king kept it on his

hand and guarded it closely.

About eighty years earlier, God had used this same picture in judgment. Speaking of Zerubbabel's grandfather

Jehoiachin (also called Coniah), He said that even if the king were the signet on His right hand, He would pull

him off (Jeremiah 22:24). The royal line looked finished.

In Haggai, God takes the same picture and turns it around. The ring that was pulled off is, in the grandson, put

back on. The promise God made to David (2 Samuel 7:16) had not been cancelled by the exile.

How Zerubbabel Points to Jesus
Zerubbabel never became king. He governed a small province and then disappears from the record. The

promise was bigger than his lifetime.
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Both of the family lines of Jesus in the New Testament pass through him (Matthew 1:12-13; Luke 3:27). The

signet-ring promise kept David's line alive until the true King came. Zerubbabel built a house for God out of

stone. Jesus, his descendant, said of His own body, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up”

(John 2:19-21).

What We Can Learn From Zerubbabel
● A stalled start is not the end. He laid a foundation, watched it sit for sixteen years, and then finished the

building.

● God's work is done by God's Spirit. Lack of money and strength is not the deciding factor.

● Small things matter to God. Do not despise them.

● God keeps His promises across generations, even when they look broken.

● Faithfulness in an ordinary role may be part of a much bigger story than we can see.

All Scripture references follow the New King James Version (NKJV) unless noted otherwise.


